Class 3 Story of Salvation - Creation, Fall & Redemption 
Creation
CCC 279 "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." (Gen. 1:1) Holy Scripture begins with these solemn words. 
CCC 282 Catechesis on creation is of major importance. It concerns the very foundations of human and Christian life: "Where do we come from?" "Where are we going?" "What is our origin?" "What is our end?" The first about the origin and the second about the end, are inseparable. They are decisive for the meaning and orientation of our life and actions.
CCC 295 We believe that God created the world according to his wisdom. It is not the product of any necessity whatever, nor of blind fate or chance. We believe that it proceeds from God's free will; he wanted to make his creatures share in his being, wisdom and goodness: "For you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created." (Rev 4:11) God creates "out of nothing"
CCC302 Creation has its own goodness and proper perfection, but it did not spring forth complete from the hands of the Creator. The universe was created "in a state of journeying" (in statu viae) toward an ultimate perfection yet to be attained, to which God has destined it. We call "divine providence" the dispositions by which God guides his creation toward this perfection:
CCC 317 God alone created the universe, freely, directly and without any help.
CCC 319 God created the world to show forth and communicate his glory. That his creatures should share in his truth, goodness and beauty - this is the glory for which God created them.
CCC 328 The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal beings that Sacred Scripture usually calls "angels" is a truth of faith. The witness of Scripture is as clear as the unanimity of Tradition.
CCC 350 Angels are spiritual creatures who glorify God without ceasing and who serve his saving plans for other creatures: "The angels work together for the benefit of us all" St. Thomas Aquinas
CCC 352 The Church venerates the angels who help her on her earthly pilgrimage and protect every human being. – Feast of the Archangels September 29 - Guardian Angels - October 2
CCC 355 "God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them." (Gen 1:27) Man occupies a unique place in creation: 


(I) he is "in the image of God"
CCC 356 Of all visible creatures only man is "able to know and love his creator". He is "the only creature on earth that God has willed for himself", and he alone is called to share, by knowledge and love, in God's own life. 
CCC 357 Being in the image of God the human individual possesses the dignity of a person, who is not just something, but someone. He is capable of self-knowledge, of self-possession and of freely giving himself and entering into communion with other persons. 
CCC 358 God created everything for man, but man in turn was created to serve and love God and to offer all creation back to him: 
(II) in his own nature he unites the spiritual and material worlds
CCC 362 The human person, created in the image of God, is a being at once corporeal and spiritual. 
CCC 364 Man, though made of body and soul, is a unity.
CCC 366 The Church teaches that every spiritual soul is created immediately by God - it is not "produced" by the parents - and also that it is immortal: it does not perish when it separates from the body at death, and it will be reunited with the body at the final Resurrection.
(III) he is created "male and female"
CCC 369 Man and woman have been created, which is to say, willed by God: on the one hand, in perfect equality as human persons; on the other, in their respective beings as man and woman. 
CCC 383 "God did not create man a solitary being. This partnership of man and woman constitutes the first form of communion between persons."
(IV) God established him in his friendship.
CCC 384 Revelation makes known to us the state of original holiness and justice of man and woman before sin: from their friendship with God flowed the happiness of their existence in paradise.
The Fall / Original Sin 
CCC 385 God is infinitely good, and all his works are good. Yet no one can escape the experience of suffering or the evils in nature which seem to be linked to the limitations proper to creatures: and above all to the question of moral evil. Where does evil come from? 
CCC 386 Sin is present in human history; any attempt to ignore it or to give this dark reality other names would be futile. To try to understand what sin is, one must first recognize the profound relation of man to God, for only in this relationship is the evil of sin unmasked in its true identity as humanity's rejection of God and opposition to him. 
CCC 397 Man, tempted by the devil, let his trust in his Creator die in his heart and, abusing his freedom, disobeyed God's command. This is what man's first sin consisted of. All subsequent sin would be disobedience toward God and lack of trust in his goodness.
CCC 402 All men are implicated in Adam's sin, as St. Paul affirms: "By one man's disobedience many (that is, all men) were made sinners": "sin came into the world through one man and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all men sinned."
CCC 403 Because of the certainty of faith, (the state of original sin is passed on at conception) the Church baptizes for the remission of sins even tiny infants who have not committed personal sin. 
CCC 413 "God did not make death, and he does not delight in the death of the living. . . It was through the devil's envy that death entered the world" (Wis 1:13; 2:24).
CCC 414 Satan, the devil and the other demons are fallen angels who have freely refused to serve God and his plan. Their choice against God is definitive. They try to associate man in their revolt against God.
· “The Devil was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44) 
Original Sin 
CCC 416 By his sin Adam, as the first man, lost the original holiness and justice he had received from God, not only for himself but for all human beings.
CCC 417 Adam and Eve transmitted to their descendants’ human nature wounded by their own first sin and hence deprived of original holiness and justice; this deprivation is called "original sin".
CCC 418 As a result of original sin, human nature is weakened in its powers, subject to ignorance, suffering and the domination of death, and inclined to sin (this inclination is called "concupiscence").




Consequences of Original Sin 

· Loss of Original Holiness
· Fear of God based on a distorted image of God.
· Loss of Harmony between persons and peoples.
· The union of man and woman becomes subject to tensions, their relations henceforth marked by lust and domination.
· Harmony with creation is broken visible creation has become alien and hostile to man.
· Because of man, creation is now subject to bondage and decay. Romans 8:21
· Death makes its entrance into human history. Romans 5:12
Covenants – God with Man (covenants are always between two people) 
· Adam and Eve – Couple 
· Noah - Family
· Abraham - Tribe
· Moses and Israel - Nation
· David – Kingdom
· Jesus – New and Eternal Covenant 
Redemption 
CCC 410 After his fall, man was not abandoned by God. On the contrary, God calls him and in a mysterious way heralds the coming victory over evil and his restoration from his fall.  in Genesis is called the Protoevangelium ("first gospel"): the first announcement of the Messiah and Redeemer, of a battle between the serpent and the Woman, and of the final victory of a descendant of hers. (Genesis 3:15)
CCC 411 The Christian tradition sees in this passage an announcement of the "New Adam" who, because he "became obedient unto death, even death on a cross", makes amends superabundantly for the disobedience, of Adam. Furthermore, many Fathers and Doctors of the Church have seen the woman announced in the "Proto-Evangelium" as Mary, the mother of Christ, the "new Eve". 
CCC 412 But why did God not prevent the first man from sinning? St. Leo the Great responds, "Christ's inexpressible grace gave us blessings better than those the demon's envy had taken away." and St. Thomas Aquinas wrote, "There is nothing to prevent human nature's being raised up to something greater, even after sin; God permits evil in order to draw forth some greater good. Thus St. Paul says, 'Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more'; and the Exsultet sings, 'O happy fault, . . . which gained for us so great a Redeemer!'"
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